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Critical Essay Question: (40 marks) 
 

In essay form, critically discuss this quotation from different points of view 

relevant to the practice of psychiatry and provide your conclusion. 
 
 

"…The most parsimonious explanation for the phenomena associated with DID 

(Dissociative Identity Disorder) is that they develop in patients who are suggestible, 

fantasy-prone and willing to play a role, and who are treated by therapists who are 

convinced about the reality and ubiquity of this diagnosis."  

 

-Paris J (2019).  Dissociative Identity Disorder: validity and use in the criminal justice 

setting. BJPsych Advances, 25:287-93  
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